
Want to learn more about compos ng?   

Take a look at this UF IFAS Extension site:  

h p://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/ep323.   

There’s more on UF’s recycling ini a ves at: 

 h ps://www.ppd.ufl.edu/departments/ 

refuse.shtml. 
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Have you no ced the paper towel compos ng collec on bins in the restrooms in Library West or in 
Smathers Library?  They’re part of a UF ini a ve to reduce the amount of landfill materials that the 
university generates each year.  According to the Physical Plant Division, UF uses almost 500,000 
pounds of paper towels per year. That’s a lot of waste that we can keep out of the landfill!   

Last summer, Library West and Smathers Library were chosen to help introduce paper towel com-
pos ng and this semester Marston Science Library was included.  The plan is to have compost collec-

on containers in buildings across campus within a year.  The paper towels will be collected along 
with the University’s compostable food waste and taken to a compos ng facility to become beneficial 
soil amendment.    

The paper towels themselves are made from 100% recycled paper with no bleaches or dyes.  That 
makes them ideal for compos ng.  The trick is to keep landfill trash separate from the compostable 
paper towels.  Have you no ced these signs on the bins?  Each compos ng collec on bin has a green 
sign and each bin for landfill trash has a black sign on it.  Even though the landfill trash containers are 
quite small, ge ng the right material in the right bin helps us to reduce our environmental impact, 
generate soil improvements, and take another step toward elimina ng waste at UF!    

 

at the libraries 
University Libraries 

annual book drive 
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You may have no ced col-
lec on boxes near the cir-
cula on desk in your li-
brary. 

 

These boxes are for the 
University Libraries annual 
book drive.  The boxes will 
be in place un l next Fri-
day, April 29th. 

 

If you have any books you 
need to get rid of, please 
bring them in and leave 
them in the bins. 

 

Dona ons will benefit the 
university libraries. 

 

Issue 10 Spring 2016 



      Sustainability @ Smathers  Issue 10 Spring 2016 

This spring, the University Police Department began using 
two new electric motorcycles for patrols.  The motorcycles, 
which cost about $16,000 each, release zero emissions, and 
have nominal maintenance costs compared to a motorcycle 
with an internal combus on engine.  They will eventually 
hold saddle-bags and other gear, including emergency medi-
cal equipment.  

UPD hopes to have electric vehicles as 10% of it’s fleet, and 
the acquisi on of these two bikes shows their commitment 
to this green ini a ve. 

The Libraries Green Team is 
recrui ng new members!  
       
Please join us to help pro-
mote:   

 New ways of thinking 
about library services and 
procedures to promote a 
safer and more sustaina-
ble environment 

 Reduc on of waste to help 
UF meet its goal of Zero 
Waste  

 Conserva on of resources 
within the Libraries 

 
To join the Libraries Green 
Team please email  
lib-GreenTeam@ad.ufl.edu.  

Photos by                  Peter Miller. 

Creator Ben on Bubble Bu  at 

the Repurpose Project’s       

Reloca on Celebra on on   

December 6, 2015 . 

Bubble Bu  showing off her 

lights at night. 

Half Earth: our planet’s fight for life by EO Wilson (2016)  

and  

The Hidden Half of Nature: The Microbial Roots of Life and Health  

by David R. Montgomery and Anne Biklé  (2016) 

 
Both of these books represent an a empt to understand and engage in the issues of biodiversity and envi-
ronmental and human health. 
  
Biologist and entomologist EO Wilson published Half Earth as the final part of a trilogy that also includes 
The Social Conquest of Earth, and The Meaning of Human existence, in which Wilson explores the human 
rela onship to the Earth and the impact of the human epoch known as the Anthropocene, during which 
human beings have shaped earth and its life 
  
In Half Earth, Wilson argues that in order to save ecosystems and ul mately humans, half of the earth 
including the ocean must be set aside and protected. Whether such a goal is possible, and whether it will 
protect the current biodiversity of habitats as, well as humanity, is s ll open to debate; but offering a spe-
cific goal and iden fying areas of the Earth that need to be protected also makes the issue seem concrete 
and doable.  And certainly, at 85 Wilson is arguably one of the best known and respected biologists, who 
has published numerous books on this topic, which makes his take well worth reading and considering 
  
In their book exploring the Invisible Half of Nature David R Montgomery and Anne BIkle  explore the rela-

onship between soil health and human health, through considering their own personal experiences and 
showing how recent research supports their conclusions.  Essen ally their experience and evidence sup-
port the argument that healthy biodiversity includes a diverse microbial community- in the gut as well as 
in the soil! 

One of two UPD  

electric  motorcycles, seen here 

parked near  

Library West . 



March 21‐23    C2C Fellows Sustainability Leadership Workshop - For current students and young professionals  

   who want high-impact careers in sustainable business and politics  

March 24     NEFLIN Reduce, Reuse, Upcycle!: Webinar—10am  

March 26  Fix It Café—Repurpose Project—If it’s broke, we fix it! …and we will show you how! Expect some 
   crea ve repairs.  
March 29     Growing Cut Flowers Workshop—10-11:30AM at the Downtown Farmers Garden—Led by  
   Melissa DeSa and Anna Prizzia of Forage Farm  
April 2   Gators Read—Last Train to Paradise—History professor Steven Noll will be in a endance to  
   answer ques ons 
April 2   Green Caffeine at Volta Coffee, Tea and Chocolate—Network, discuss sustainability, and share  

   your projects  

April 4‐6    Give Springs a Break— Enjoy tubing, snorkeling, or camping while learning about our springs 

April 5     Low Country Boil Fundraiser for Blue Oven Kitchens—at Prairie Creek Lodge 

April 11    Campus Earth Day—10am-2pm Plaza of the Americas 

April 12    Great American Cleanup—8:00 AM to 3:00 PM at Westside Park in Gainesville 

April 19    Pollinator Class and Na ve Bee House Building  - 10am-1pm at Forage Farm  
April 23    Spring Greening Collec on Day—7:30am-4:30pm O’Connell Center parking lot 

May 4   Garden Workday at Downtown Farmers Garden  - 9am-noon—Volunteer gardening at  

   12 SE 1st St., Gainesville 

 

Wednesdays  Union Street Farmers Market  

Thursdays     Gator CSA pick up 

Fridays     Thornebrook Village Farmers Market 

Saturdays     Alachua County Farmers Market  

   Haile Village Farmers Market 

 

Marston Science Library recently upcycled with-

drawn duplicate library journals to be used on the 

set of the upcoming Hippodrome performance The 

Tempest by William Shakespeare. 

Interested in upcycling some books of your own? 
Join in the fun with Tampa Bay Library Consor -
um’s (TBLC) Pinterest page by either contribu ng 
to their Upcycling Books and Library Materials 
board or their Card Catalog Crea vity board.  

Photo of Paynes Prairie– La Chua Trail taken by Marijka Willis. 

The Prairie Project at UF draws together cohorts of 
faculty from diverse fields across the university to 
learn about environmental issues and sustainabil-
ity. 
 
Applica ons join this year’s Prairie Project are 
open un l March 21st. Faculty will begin develop-
ing new sustainability courses and/or new course 
materials in a two-day introductory workshop  
May 5-6th at the Prairie Creek Lodge. READ MORE.  
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Help those in need AND go green! REthink your waste by dona ng items. 
 
When: Wednesday, April 23, 7:30AM – 4:30PM 

Where: O’Connell Center parking lot  

What:  

 Personal hazardous and electronic waste* will be taken to the Alachua County Hazardous Waste Collec on Center. 

 University assets and IT equipment will be processed by Asset Management. Approved “survey” paperwork is s ll required for any item 
with a decal, so please bring it with you! Anything without a decal (furniture and peripherals) may be dropped off without a form. 

 School supplies will be donated to Tools for Schools. 

 Books will be donated to Be er World Books. 

 Gently used clothing and small household items will be donated to Haven Hospice. 
 
*Personal household and residence hall waste only. No University Laboratory or shop waste. Transport all materials in a secure and safe con-
tainer. If there is a possibility of spilling, please take it directly to the Alachua County Hazardous Waste Collec on Center. If you have any ques-

ons regarding Household Hazardous Waste, please call (352)-334-0440. 
All University chemical and hazardous waste is to be handled by UF Environmental Health and Safety. Contact EH&S at 352-392-8400 for assis-
tance.  
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Items Accepted Include 
 

 Poisons 
 Flammable Liquids 
 Corrosives 
 Medica ons (no controlled substances) 
 Waste Cooking Oil 
 Used Motor Oil and Filters 
 Brake Fluid, Transmission Fluid, An freeze 
 Automo ve Ba eries 
 Stale Gas 
 Paints and Other Surface Coa ngs 
 Aerosol Containers 
 Dry Cell Ba eries 
 Fluorescent Lamps 
 End of Life Electronics (E-Waste) 
 Un-repairable or obsolete TVs, computers, 

computer monitors, stereo equipment, VCRs, 
microwaves. 

In 2011 Maria Jankowska, Editor of the Electronic Green Journal and 
Librarian at UCLA; Marianne Buhler, Urban Sustainability Librarian at 
the University of Nevada, Las Vegas and Bonnie Smith, Assistant Pro-
gram Director for Human Resources at the University of Florida Librar-
ies agreed to work on a research project to assess in what ways aca-
demic libraries are engaged in suppor ng the sustainability related 
curricular ac vi es of their ins tu ons. A survey of academic library 
employees and LIS school faculty and students was conducted at the 
end of April 2012. The results of the research reveal that academic 
libraries are engaged in a wide variety of ac vi es that both support 
and enhance sustainability curricular efforts at their ins tu ons. More 
than 95% of the academic library respondents felt that libraries 
should be engaged in educa ng for sustainability. You can read more 
about the results of this research in the following ar cle published in 
The Journal of Academic Librarianship, 15 January 2014: h p://
www.sciencedirect.com/science/ar cle/pii/S0099133313001390.  

Engagement of Academic Libraries and Informa on Science Schools in Crea ng Curriculum for Sustain‐
ability: An Exploratory Study 

Authors: Maria Jankowska, Bonnie Smith, and Marianne Buhler  

Photo taken by Marijka Willis. 


